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NEWSLETTER 

For more information on the services  

provided by PCACS, contact:  

Bruce Lindner, Executive Director,  

via phone at 465-7144 or  

via e-mail at bhlindner@portercountyacs.org.  

Join us on social media!  
Facebook: facebook.com/PCACS 
Twitter: twitter.com/PorterCACS 
Instagram: instagram.com/PorterCACS 

PCACS MISSION 
PCACS extends a helping hand to seniors, people with  
disabilities, and the low-income residents by providing  
compassionate services to improve their quality of life  

while maintaining their dignity and independence.  

Each ramp has a story behind it – as well as tears. 

“It makes such a difference for folks. There’s tears 
every time,” said Bob Westfall, ramp program 
coordinator with the Valparaiso Noon Kiwanis Club. 
“We did one recently in Portage where the caregivers 
had been carrying their 87-year-old father in and out 
for dialysis.  

“We were able to put in a steel ramp in an hour and I 
tell you … Everyone’s eyes lit up. Ramps are 
especially helpful for those caring for these folks.” 

Porter County Aging and Community Services has 
added the Valparaiso Noon Kiwanis Club team as 
another avenue to assist community members with 
access to their homes. 

The steel structures became a key offering for the 
Kiwanis team, which took over the program from the 
now disbanded Rebuilding Together. 

“Sometimes, after we would put a wood ramp in, the 
individual would end up going to a nursing home and 
their kids would come in and want us to take it out,” 
he said. “We decided to go to metal. We let our 
clients use them as long as they need them.”  

The steel structures vs. wood can be a fit if it is a 
temporary situation, such as a surgery or if an 
individual is going through rehabilitation. They can 

typically be installed in about an hour. 

PCACS Executive Director Bruce Lindner said the 
crew is a great complement to the volunteer groups 
that assist with wood ramps, such as the UAW/Ford 
Community Service Team, Task Force Tips, Habitat 
for Humanity and Thrivent for Lutherans. 

“We now have better flexibility to match the best 
material for each individual ramp recipient, 
depending on their needs and the layout of their 
properties. We are grateful for all of our volunteers.” 

Westfall said Valparaiso’s Kiwanis club is the largest 
in the state and has two main fund-raisers every 
year: a pancake breakfast in March and a corn roast 
set for Aug. 3 this year in Central Park Plaza. The 
Kiwanis group also supports Riley Children’s 
Hospital. 

“We help the world by helping one child and one 
community at a time,” he said. 

PCACS is currently accepting applications for Porter 
County residents who are in need of a ramp, whether 
it’s something temporary or a more permanent 
structure. Renters must have permission from the 
landlord to have a ramp installed. 

The ramp application is available online at 
www.portercountyacs.org/ramp-program. 
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Support structure: Steel ramps fast path to help 

Alternate/accessible formats available upon request. 

Members of the Valparaiso 
Noon Kiwanis Club ramp 
team pose on a recent  
installation. 
The team includes, from 
left, Steve Miller, Bob 
Westfall and Gary Behnke. 

http://www.portercountyacs.org/ramp-program


 

Bob Macmahon, pictured during a past 
PCACS board meeting with board member 
Cathy Ellis, has passed away. He served on 
the PCACS board for more than 10 years. 

“Bob was committed to our agency and the 
community and continuously supported our 
mission and goals,” said PCACS Executive 
Director Bruce Lindner. “His long-standing 
dedication to serving our organization 
through his role as a board member will 
surely be missed by me, our staff and our 
other board members.” 

PCACS staff members extend their  
thoughts and prayers to all of Bob’s family, 
friends and colleagues.  

In Memory 

  

There are basic personal needs going unfilled for 
women struggling in Porter County. 

PCACS has begun working with non-profit I 
Support the Girls as a way to help fill these gaps. 
The agency connects women in need to new and 
used bras, new underwear and feminine hygiene 
products. 

Community members seeking to make an impact 
can drop off any of these items to PCACS offices, 
1005 Campbell St. in Valparaiso. 

“As a collection site, we will be able to bring these 
necessary fundamentals to women right here in 
our community,” said PCACS Executive Director 
Bruce Lindner. “We are honored to have the 
opportunity to work with this vital organization.” 

Rachael Heger launched ISTG in 2016 and to 
date, has distributed more than 3 million items. 

“It’s a specific instruction on how to help out 
women,” Heger said. “It’s not one of these lofty 
things to make a difference like running for office. 
Anyone can pick up an extra box of pads while at 
a store. 

“I am not a social worker. I am actually a librarian. 
I can’t solve poverty, addiction or those types of 
major issues, but I can make sure women don’t 
need to worry about having a bra. It’s a little thing 
that is a big thing.” 

Good Deeds Again 

For the second year, the PCACS team 
participated in the 
worldwide do-good 
initiative, Good Deeds 
Day. This annual event 
aims to bring awareness 
to the powerful impact of 
a simple act. 

Staff members collected 
personal hygiene items, 
such as shampoo, 
toothpaste and toilet 

paper. These items were then distributed to  
transportation clients by PCACS bus drivers.  

 

Thank you! 

The Chicago Street Theater team recently hosted 
PCACS staff and clients for a night out. 

CST offered an opportunity for the PCACS group 
to attend the soft opening of the show, “Boeing 
Boeing” at the theater in Valparaiso.  

The PCACS team would also like to thank Kathy 
Conn for her continued efforts. 

Conn stops by Strack and Van Till to pick up day-
old bread and goodies to be shared with 
community members through area non-profits.  

She drops them off at PCACS offices twice a 
week, so that anyone who comes to PCACS has 
the opportunity to take home these items at no 
cost to them. 

With the annual energy assistance season 
wrapped up for the year, PCACS would also like 
to recognize the volunteers who continue to help 
this essential program run smoothly. 

Volunteers are vital to the program’s impact. 

New partnership connects women to 

basics; thank you to all those who help 

Graceland gift bag goodies 

shining spot for PCACS clients 
The team at Graceland Cemetery continues to donate 
gift bags for PCACS transportation clients. 

“We supply quarterly gift bags with toiletries, snacks, 
puzzle books, pens and tablets,” said Heather 
Baumeyer, family service adviser at Graceland, one of 
the oldest cemeteries in Porter County. 

Baumeyer said the donations are part of a desire to 
make an impact and serve region communities. 

“We hope to give back to the elderly because they’ve 
given so much to us,” she said. “We simply hope to 
brighten the day of the folks utilizing the bus service 
and visiting PCACS. 

“Based on our experience, we feel that sometimes the 
elderly can be forgotten. We want to provide them with 
a sincere gift of our appreciation.” 

Baumeyer works with families on pre-arrangements as 
well when they have lost a loved one. 

“At Graceland, we want to continue to honor the 
heritage that our families have trusted us with for over 
100 years.”  

PCACS board member served for years 

Graceland Cemetery’s recent goodie bags 
included bunny friends for the holiday,  
candy, tissues and toiletries. 

 
Spring 
Spruce-up | 
The PCACS 
grounds are 
looking clean 
and fresh! 
Thank you to 
PCACS  
transportation 
director Flo 
Snuffer and 
Simons  
Landscaping 
for making 
sure flowers 
are planted 
and mulch  
was refreshed.  


